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October, 1987 


We have all enjoyed reading and learning of family history in the 
book written by our aunt Elizabeth N. Wilson (Bessy) and sent to 
the family December 25, 1971, But as the two of us sorted 
through family archives, we realized there are some lovely old 
photographs of people and places that were either packed away or 
distributed haphazardly among various family members. So we 
decided to put out a photographic supplement. 


Originally we had decided not to do much additional research, but 
we have found that retrieval techniques have vastly improved in 
the last decade or so. We now have microfiche, microfilm, 
computers, and  -- perhaps most important -- much more extensive 
indexing. Also, some new books have been published. So we have 
been able to make a start at solving some of the mysteries. We 
are binding this in  looseleaf format so that future additions 
may be made -- and we invite any of you to join in the search. 


Bessy's book did not have an actual title, and everyone has been 
calling it simply "Bessy's Book." So that's what it will remain 
and in our references we designate it "BB", 

We have also made some interesting tables of occupations and 
civic activities, mostly culled from "Bessy's Book" but slightly 
rearranged. We have also updated the family tree. 


We hope all families will go on and make their own appropriate 


supplements. 
Vla hth, Bolle 


BENJAMIN: SOLOMON 
Ce 1770-1844 
Artist Unknown 
Attributed to 
Rembrandt Peale 

c. 1812 


A companion 
portrait of 
CHARLES VASHON 

NICKERSON, 
husband of Pamelia, 
was cut from its 
frame while in the 
Baltimore Museum 
during the Civil War. 


All these paintings 
belong to Katherine 
and Morrison McCormick 
and hang in their home 
in Alexandria, Virginia 


HARRIET SOLOMON 
1782-1846 
Artist Unknown 
Attributed to 
Rembrandt Peale 

Ce 1797-98 


PAMELIA SOLOMON 
NICKERSON 
1803-1880 

By cu) 
Alfred Jacob Miller 
1833 


Well, actually it was a search for the Solomons, Johnstons, 
Nickersons, and Vashons, but the portraits of the Solomons 
started it all. We knew they all lived in Baltimore in the early 
1800's, and some in Annapolis in the late 1700's, but that’s 
about all we knew. It had been difficult for  Bessy and Aunt 
Edmonda to trace this branch of the family because the State of 
Maryland did not start to keep vital statistics until 1868. So 
last June Lucia and I made a trip to Baltimore and Annapolis to 
see what other records were available. 


Our first visit was to the Maryland Historical Society in 
Baltimore. The old city directories were on microfiche and we 


found addresses. Most of the addresses were in a choice part of 
downtown, which is now covered by high-rise buildings. But we 
did find that Benjamin and Harriet Solomon had lived on Granby 
Street in 1803. Their house is torn down, but it would have 
been about a block away from the Flag House, the home of Mary 
Pickersgill, who made the Star-Spangled Banner in 1813. This 


house can be visited, and the guide will show how people lived 
at that time. 


We were in Baltimore on Flag Day and went out to Fort McHenry for 
the fireworks. Watching the rockets “bursting in air" reminded 
us that our ancestors had been living there during the Siege of 
Baltimore in 1814. Much has been made of the Revolution and the 
Civil War in our genealogy, but we haven’t paid much attention to 
the War of 1812. In August, 1814, the British had burned the 
Capitol, the White House, and other buildings in nearby 
Washington. Then on September 12, they started moving on North 
Point, twelve miles from Baltimore. Charles Vashon Nickerson was 
twelve years old at the time and remembered the battle, which he 
described te his son, Edmond Nickerson. 


If the siege from the north were to succeed, the British had to 
take the harbor on the south, and to do this they had to take 
Fort McHenry, which juts out on a peninsula into the harbor. 


The flag atop Fort McHenry had been made by Mary Pickersgill a 
year earlier and had fifteen stars and fifteen stripes. Th was 
30 x 42 feet, so huge that Mary and her helpers had to move to a 
brewery for final assembly. The Americans wanted the British to 
know they meant business. 


Francis Scott Key was an eloquent young lawyer who had been asked 
to go aboard a British ship to negotiate the reisazse of an 
American doctor held prisoner. He vas successful, hut the battle 
was scheduled to begin shortly, at midnight, and he had to watch 
while detained on the British ship. Shen he saw "by the dawn's 
early light" that "our flag was still thers," he started writing 
the words to "The Star-Spangled Banner" immediately on the back 
of an old envelope. He finished it that night after he returned 
to Baltimore. It was set to "a well-known Fnglish tune," and 
immediately "became very popular with the people of Baltimore." 
(from Pause for the Pledge, program for Flag Day, June ii, 1987, 
Fort McHenry National Monument and Historio Shrine; Baltimore, 
MD) 


Painting of 

Francis Scott Key 
by Percy Moran, in 
the Peale Museum, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


We found other records in the Maryland Historical Society, most 
notably an index of marriages, so we could pin down some missing 
dates. But our visit to the Enoch Pratt Library proved 
fruitless. They had microfilms of old newspapers and ve hoped to 
find some flowery obituaries. But what little we found was very 
sparse. Apparently printing was just too expensive then. 


In Annapolis we had a great time at their new Hall of Records. 
They have very tight security, but the staff cas cordial and 


helpful. The microfilms of parish records gave us some good 
information, but we should have looked further. we concentrated 
on St. Paul's Episcopal in Baltimore and St.Anne’s Episcopal in 

Annapolis, but when we later saw Aunt Edmonda's notes we found 
that there had been baptisms and funerals in Baptist and 
Presbyterian churches. Also at the Hall of Records we were able 


to order up the ald Will books. 


The final portion of our search was in the Alexandria, Virginia, 


home of Katherine (Kiki) and Morrison McCormick. There we could 
look at the Solomon portraits face to face and plan how to 
learn more about them. Kiki had also inherited many of the 


daguerrotypes we have reproduced here. 


Kiki’s mother Edmonda had done extensive genealogical research, 
including conversations with her father Edmond, and we were able 
to sift through her voluminous notes. She had written many 
letters and received replies that were not always cordial. How 
she would have loved our modern research libraries! 


So now we will have a fresh discussion 
ancestors and try to give you 
what they were like. 


3 of these Baltimore 
a picture of how they lived and 


Betty Sellers Harter 


An artist's conception of the bombardment of Fort McHenry during the defense of Baltimore, September 1814. 
Aquatint by J. Bowers. M.H.S. 
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Baltimore in 1752. A sheltered settlement of about 25 houses—the nucleus of a great port city, M H.S. 


LEWIS NICKERSON 


Éa 1772 - Chatham or Boston, Massachusetts 
d. 9/3/1804 or 9/13/1806, by shipwreck 
believed in West Indies 
m. 8/20/1801 Elizabeth Vashon 
Children - Charles Vashon Nickerson, b. 7/31/1802 
Jane Nickerson, b. 1/14/1805 


According to notes of various family members, little was known 

of the ancestry of Lewis Nickerson, other than the fact' that he 
came from a family of sea-faring men in Massachusetts and that 

he was descended from William Nickerson, the founder of Chatham 

in 1656. Lewis had lived in Boston -- possibly been born there -- 
and had come to Baltimore as a young man. 


As Lucie Nickerson Wilson wrote, "Little is known of this sea- 
captain grandfather, why he left his home in Boston and who his 
father and mother were. I have tried to trace his family, but 


no one knew anything about him before coming to Baltimore." 


We thought we had solved part of the mystery when we discovered 

a "Lewis Nickerson" born in Chatham about the same time. This 
Lewis was the fourth and last child of Sparrow Nickerson, who was 
murdered by pirates aboard ship en route from Boston to Chatham. 
The master of the ship was his brother Thomas, who was also 
murdered. When the ship was discovered by a nearby schooner seeing 
the Signal of Distress, the only person aboard was Sparrow's cousin 
Ansel Nickerson "in a great Fright." Ansel had let himself over 
the stern on a rope, fearing he would be impressed. "Four boats with 
armed men came on board ... Whilst he was there hanging over the 
Stern, he judges by what he heard that the Master, the Mate and one 


man were murdered and a Boy carried away alive ... he heard talk 
of burning the Vessel, but it was finally agreed to leave her to 
drive out to Sea with her Sails standing ... he came up on Deck, 


found none of the Crew, but saw the marks of their being murdered ... 
the Decks were bloody, the Chests all broke open and plundered and 
the Head knocked out of a Barrell of Rum and two or three Gallons 
only left in it." (Mass. Gazette, 11/19/1772, quoted in "A History 
of Chatham" p. 330, 331 


Ansel was arrested and tried twice. He was acquitted both times. 
At the second trial (beginning July 28, 1773) he was defended by 
John Adams and Josiah Quincy, Jr. ^ 


But when Lucia was in Chatham, she met Joseph Atkins Nickerson, 
the accepted head of the Nickerson geneology in Chatham, and he 
gave her a run-down on the decendents of Lewis, son of Sparrow. 


They were different ancestors. 
It was a different Lewis. 


We have inciuded this tale so that 
no one will spend as much time as 
we did on a wild goose chase and 
because we became quite attached 
to the star-crossed Sparrow. 


As a matter of fact, we both 
had a slight depression when we 
found out he was not ours. 


Baltimore in 1796. During the Revolution, “a group of cabins to a city chang'd." by George Beck, oil on canvas. i 
M.H.S. 


But to come back to Lewis Nickerson, he arrived in Baltimore as 

a young man. Eventually he was Captain of the ship Ontario of the 
Merchant & Minors Steamship Co., which sailed from Baltimore to 
England and France. He brought back many lovely things which are 
now owned by various members of the family. He married Betsy 
Vashon, a charming girl from Georgetown, and had two children. 


Then some time between 1804 and 1806 his ship went down in a 
Storm, believed in the West Indies, and he was lost at sea. 
There were two hurricanes recorded in that time period. The 
first was September 3, 1804, off the western end of Puerto Rico, 
where "a large number of ships" were lost. The second was 
September 13, 1806, off the Caicos Bank of the Bahamas, where 
seven ships were lost, four unidentified.  ("Shipwrecks of the 
Western Hemisphere, 1492-1825" by Robert F. Marx) 


It was probably the first one, in 1804, because the last entry of 
Lewis Nickerson in the Baltimore directory was 1803. Also, Edmonda 
Nickerson has left a note that Jane Nickerson, his second child, 

was born in Baltimore January 
14, 1805, and baptized March 24, 
1805, in the First Presbyterian 
Church by Dr. James Inglis 

"with her father dead." 


There has been some speculation 
that any ship sailing in the West 
Indies was involved in the in- 
famous slave trading circuit. 
However, by 1787 both Virginia 
and Maryland had aboiished the 
importation of slaves and in 1780 
Massachusetts abolished slavery 
altogether. Anc these are the 
only states from which Lewis 


Nickerson. sailed. 


ELIZABETH (BE (later Mosher) 


b.c. 1777(or 79), Georgetown VA or MD, as Elizabeth Vashon 
a. 5/12/1866, age 87, Baltimore 
m. 8/20/1801 - Capt. Lewis Nickerson (Baptist) 

died in a storm at sea, probably 9/3/1804 or 9/13/1806 


Children: Charles Vashon Nickerson, b. 7/31/1802 
Baltimore 

d. 5/20/1873 

Baltimore 


Jane Nickerson b. 1/14/1805 
Baltimore 
d. 9/29/1885 
in Carroll County, while 
visiting friends. 
m. 12/2/1817 ~ Col. James Mosher (who died 3/24/1845) 


(Presbyterian) 
No children of this marriage. 


We have not researched Betsy Vashon's ancestry as thoroughly as 
we had hoped because of the confusion in the status of 
Georgetown. It became part of the District of Columbia when that 
entity was formed, but before that we have been told that it was 
part of Montgomery County or Prince George County, Maryland, or 
Fairfax County, Virginia. Who has custody of the early records we 
have not yet discovered. 


There is a Charles Vashon who was buried in Baltimore (St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Parish) 4/11/1794, who may have been Betsy's father or 
grandfather. There is also a George Vashon who fought in the 

War of 1812, and who may have been her brother. 


Her first marriage lasted only three (or five) years, when her 
husband, Capt. Lewis Nickerson, was lost at sea, leaving her with 
two small children and some beautiful pieces he had brought back 
from his trips to England and France. In fact, if he was lost 
in the hurricane of September 3, 1804, as was probable, her 
second child, Jane, was born and haptized after the tragic event. 


LOUIS XVI FRENCH 
CHINA COFFEE SET 


given by 


Capt. Lewis Nickerson 
to his wife Betsy 
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ROCK CRYSTAL CANDELABRAS 
from Lewis Nickersons'gifts to his wife 


Betsy did not remarry until December 2, 1817. How she coped in 
the interim we do not know, but the Baltimore directory shows 
that she operated a store in 1807 at her husband’s old location. 
Also, we know that she was living in or near Baltimore during the 
siege of September, 1814, since her son Charles Vashon Nickerson 
remembered the Battle of North Point. 


Her marriage to James Mosher, a wealthy Baltimore banker, seems 
to have been a happy change in her fortunes. She lived close to 
her children and grandchildren, and Edmond Nickerson remembered 
her warm-hearted household with affection. 


The only flaw seems to have been the behavior of her son, Charles 
Vashon Nickerson, who was extravagant and became estranged from 


his wife, Pamelia Solomon Nickerson. The family legend has it 
that Pamelia was in "delicate health," but the Baltimore 
directories show her to be quite a career girl. She operated one 


store after another for about eighteen years (from 1842 to 1860) 
and was listed as head of the household during this time. And 
she had four children. She was probably just plain tired. 


At any rate, the oldest of the four children, Louis Nickerson, 
was "practically raised" by his grandmother, Betsy Mosher, who 
lived about & block away from the rest of the family. 


Betsy's daughter Jane did not marry but lived with her "Negro 
servant" (i.e., slave) in the home of Neilson (or Nelson) Poe. 
She was a friend of Neilson's sister Amelia. Neilson Poe was a 
Second cousin to Edgar Allan Poe and there are some lively 
letters from Edgar Allan indicating that he considered Neilson 
incredibly stodgy 
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James Mosher died in 1844 or 45 and Betsy survived another 


twenty-one years as a widow. Her son, Charles Vashon, is listed 
as boarding at her house in 1858 and he died in Baltimore on 
5/20/1873 at the age of 70 years. One of Pamelia’s children, 


Charles Edward Nickerson, became a physician and had an office 
close by. The other grandchildren had moved away from Baltimore. 


Betsy died May 12, 1866, in Baltimore at the age of 87. Her will 
left everything to Jane -- no mention of Charles Vashon. But he 
is buried in the same plot with her in Green Mount Cemetery in 
Baltimore. 


The family plot is a simple grassy rectangle with no headstones. 
We thought there might have been flat headstones with grass 


grown over them, or soft marble which had toppled and 
disintegrated from air pollution. But the cemetery vigorously 
denies this and says the family wanted no headstones. The plot 


is next to the Mosher family plot with elaborate headstones. 


View of Baltimore from Federal Hill in 1857. M.H.S 


SOME NOTES FROM A FAMILY BIBLE 


When I was a baby, Great-Grandfather Nickerson (Edmond) presented 
me with a huge Bible, in which he wrote this dedication on the 
back of the New Testament title page: 
"This book was brought from England by the Johnston branch 
of the family that settled at Annapolis, Md., in the early 
days of the Republic. The worsted covering was wrought by 
my sister Bettie in Baltimore when she was a young ginl, 
and I hereby Dedicate with all the affection of a Great 
Grandfather as a memento of the coming into this world of 
Elizabeth Nickerson Sellers. 
Selmo Park, Warrensburg, Mo., Sept. 7, 1919 
Edmond Augustus Nickerson" 
If he had turned the page he would have seen that the Bible was 
printed in Philadelphia in 1798, not brought over from England. 
But he was 85 at the time, and there could well have been another 
Bible which has disappeared. 


At the time this was presented to me in 1919 all the first pages 


were missing. The first page of Genesis was Squashed into the 
tapes which were used to lace the worsted covering onto the 
backing. I imagine the missing pages contained valuable 
genealogical information, and it is a puzzle what happened to 
them. 


The back cover shows “Births of Negroes of Nance and Margaret." 
Benjamin Solomon's will mentions his slaves, most with the same 
names, so there seems little question that the Bible belonged to 
Benjamin and Harriet Solomon and the entry on the back page would 
be in the handwriting of one of them -- probably Benjamin. 


On the title page of the New Testament is a small note attached 
with sealing wax: 
"My father was taken sick Wednesday 14th February 1798 and 
died Monday 19 February 1798 (illegible) AE 75. 
My mother died on the 6th February 1815 AE 80 after a 
lingering sickness of two years. Received letters from 
Sister Phoebe dated 20th May 1815 from Bristol England." 


In the pictures above the silver communion chalice 
to the left of the Bible was used in World War I 

by my father, Chaplain Ovid R. Sellers and in 

World War II by my husband, Chaplain Richard L. 
Harter. The picture commemorating the dedication 
of the Bible shows left to right: "Munny® (Lucie 
Wilson), Great-grandfather Nickerson holding me, 
and Mother (Katherine Sellers). The framed picture 
is by an unknown needleworker in the family, 


I was not the first to wonder "Who is Sister Phoebe?" Both 
Edmonda and Lucie Nickerson had written this comment. With 


= 
w 


such 


precise death dates, it may be possible to match up names in the 
English records, but they are kept by parishes and Bristol had 
eighteen parishes. My local Mormon Library has many English 


records, but not what we needed. We'll have to keep looking. 


Betty Sellers Harter 
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BENJAMIN SOLOMON 15 


b.c. 1770 - England 
a. 3/2/1844 - Baltimore 
m. 1/31/1802 - Baltimore - Harriet Prvse (Johnston?) 
Children: Pamela Anne Solomon, b. 2/27/1803 
Catharine Solomon, b. 7/27/1805 
David Solomon, b. 11/8/1806 
d. 1820, age 13 
Letitia Eliza Solomon, b. 1808 
Harriet Solomon, b. 1810 
d. 1818, age 8 
According to family records Benjamin was born in England, came to 
America, and settled in Baltimore and Norfolk, from which places 
he shipped tobacco to Europe. Later he also owned a packing 
house in Baltimore. 


If the cryptic note in the family Bible is his, he came from 
Bristol, England, and had a sister Phoebe. It seems to be in the 
same handwriting as the back page listing the births of staves. 


In both short pieces we find the M written in two wavs: 
sometimes et and sometimes nA " Of course, both notes 
could have en written by Harriet. If we can ever find the 
right Bristol records we can match up names from the dates of 


death of father and mother. Y E 
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From the Baltimore directories we find that he lived in many 
places, moving about every two years -- a step up, we hope. His 
1803 address on Granby Street was probably a row house similar to 
the Flag House, which cas originally a row house. According to 
our guide the people then did all their own housework since they 
did not have enough money to bunn slaves, Rut by ët eme of 


Benjamin's slaves became the mother of twin girls. 
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The entry in the Family Bible reads: 
Birth of Negroes 
Children of Nance and Margaret 


Elizabeth b 24 Nov 1813 Twin children 
Susanne b 24 Nov 1813 of Nance 
Glenn b 3 Oct 1815 Children 
Henry b 13 May 1818 of 
Christian b 13 April 1820 Margaret 
Henrietta b 2 Nov 1824 

Grace b 20 Jan 1827 

Thomas b 16 May 1830 


Another sign of prosperity was the painting of his portrait by a 
top-quality artist. From the style of the clothing and comparison 
with other portraits, it appears to have been painted around 1812. 
There will be more discussion of this in a special chapter on the 
portraits. 


His will, written 5/12/1834 and probated 3/15/1844 names his 
"loving wife" Harriet executrix. He leaves his "beloved wife... 
the use of the whole of my packing establishment, including the 
whole of the apparatus thereto belonging, also the use of all my 
Slaves, nine in number, namely, Nance, Gilbert, Susan, Margaret, 
Henry, Reuben, Hanna, Grace and Tom. 


"If she dies, then to be divided equally among my three daughters, 
Pamilia Ann Nickerson, Catharine E. Monroe, and Letitia E. Solomon." 


In comparing the slaves listed in the Bible with those in the will, 
we find six that seem to be the same. There are three listed in 

the will only and four listed in the Bible only. There was a large 
community of free blacks in Baltimore. "In 1790 Maryland had 

almost thirteen times the number of slaves as of free blacks; by 
1810 the growth of the free black population changed the ratio to 
just over three to one...By 1850, the ratio was less than two to 
one." ("Maryland, a History, 1632-1974, ed. by Walsh & Fox, pg. 160) 


We can speculate that some of these slaves achieved their freedom 
along the way. We do know that his daughter Letitia freed her 
Slave Grace Dorsey and left everything to her in her will written 
4/4/1848 and probated 4/18/1862. 


Although the directories do not list him in 1814-15, the year of the 
Siege, the recorded births of the twin slaves do seem to imply 

that the family was living in Baltimore. The directories were not 
always complete, and since he was allegedly still a British subject 
he may have been lying low. 


The directories show him as merchant in 1803, broker 1803-18, and 
commission merchant and packer 1827-42. 


He died March 2, 1844. We do not know where he is buried. 


b. 5/2/1182 - Annapolis, Md., born Harriet Pryse (Johnston?) 
d. 8/14/1846 - Baltimore, age 64 
m. 1/31/1802 - Baltimore - Benjamin Solomon 
Children: Pamela Anne - b. 2/27/1803 - Baltimore 
d. 4/10/1880 - St. Louis,Mo. 
Catharine - 7/27/1805 (m. John Harrison 
Monroe, c. 1830, 
one child, unmarried, 
; Carroll Monroe 
David - b. 11/8/1806; d. 1820 - age 13 
Letitia Eliza- b. 1808, unmarried 
d. 4/18/62 
Harriet - b. 1810, d.1818, age 8 


According to family records, Benjamin Solomon married Harriet 
Johnston or Johnstone, and there are several references in the 
family records to the Johnston branch of the family in Annapolis. 
But the "Index of Maryland Marríages, 1774-1804" definitely lists 
the marriage of Benjamin Solomon to Harriet Pryse, and the parish 
records of St. Anne's in Annapolis give this report of the family 
of Thomas and Margaret Pryse: 


Edward - b. 3/7/1714 
Lettey - b. 12/20/1777 
Elizabeth - b. 11/6/1778 
Harriet - b. 5/2/1782 
Thomas - b. 6/6/1783 


Perhaps Margaret's maiden name or 
Harriet's middle name was Johnston. 


St. Anne's Episcopal Church 


Annapolis, Maryland 
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Although any ancestral name of Johnston has so far eluded us, 
there were plenty of them in Annapolis, and many were sea-faring 


men. On the wall of the Victualling Warehouse in Annapolis is a 
delightful inventory of the ship Lord  Cambden, Capt. John 
Johnstone, including "a few genteel plain and striped 


Lutestrings, Ladies white and black Patent and other Silk Gloves 
and Mits" and various spices and medicines. 


According to the guide at the Victualling Warehouse, the harbor 
at Annapolis silted up by 1800, making it  unnavigable for big 
ships, amd the entire shipping industry moved to Baltimore. 


The portrait of Harriet seems to have been done much earlier than 
Benjamin's, judging by the style of headdress and technical 


painting features to be discussed in the special chapter on the 
portraits. That particular headdress was in fashion around 1797 
or 1798, at which time Harriet would have been 18 or 16 and 
unmarried. When looking at the original portrait she does in 


fact look about that age, or possibly a year or two older. 


Her marriage seems to have been very happy, although she lost two 
children: Harriet at the age of 8 and David at the age of 10. 


The way she is mentioned in her husband's will implies that she 
knew much about running the business. He probably had to do some 
traveling, and that may account for our family records saying he 

did exporting from Richmond and Norfolk. We have found no 
listing of him in those two cities. 


Harriet became a widow March 2,1844,and she herself died August 
14, 1846 in Baltimore. She was buried first in the Episcopal 
cemetery on Londawn Schagers Hill, which was later fortified and 
the graves moved. to Baltimore Cemetery. 


In Edmonda Nickerson's records is a letter from Baltimore 
Cemetery (no date) which reads "There is a weather-beaten grave 
stone on the lot and the inscription (as well as we can make it 
out) is: Harriet Solomon - 1846, Harriett Solomon - 1817, David 
B. Solomon - 1820. 


"Baltimore Cemetery was not opened until 1850 and if these 
interments were brought here from another cemetery, we would have 
to know the exact date they were buried here in order to find 
them on our original record." Edmonda adds that  Letitia and C. 
Monroe are in Lot No. 137, Area S. 
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CHARLES VASHON NICKERSON 


b. 7/31/1802, Baltimore; baptized 9/27/1802, lst Presbyterian 
d. 5/20/1873, age 70 years 
m.c. 1826 - Pamela (Pamelia) Anne Solomon 
(The Index to Maryland Marriages is missing the volume for 
these years 
Children: (all born in Baltimore) 
Louis  Nickerson, b. 1830 
Charles Edward Nickerson, b. 1831 
Elizabeth Nickerson, b. 6/5/1832 
Edmond Augustus Nickerson, b. 8/31/1835 


Charles Vashon was two years old (or possibly four) when his 
father was lost at sea. His mother married a wealthy banker when 
he was fifteen years old. In the interim we do not know how the 
family fared, except that his mother operated a store when he was 
five years old. They were in or near Baltimore during the siege 
of 1814 when Charles Vashon was a boy of twelve, and he 
remembered the Battle of North Point. 


According to the family records he was a writer, actor, engraver, 
club man, lover of books and art, and inventor. Whatever he did 
he was extravagant and went through the family fortune, leaving 
his son Edmond to fend for himself. 


We do in fact know that he invented the breech-loading gun, 
receiving a patent in 1852. Also we know from the Baltimore 
directories that he was a book and job printer from 1833 to 1840, 


Whatever the family legend, there was definitely an estrangement 
from his wife between 1840 and 1842. In 1842 she appears in the 
Baltimore directories (and subsequently in the census) as head of 


the household, operating a store at his old address. She 
continued operating a series of stores at that and two other 
addresses until 1860. Where Charles Vashon was during this 


period we do not know. He does not have his own listing in the 
Baltimore directories, so he could have been in another city. 
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The address of the store operated by Charles in 1940 and Pamelia 
in 1942 was 5O Howard Street, which was not far from the home of 
Edgar Allan poe. According to family legend, Edgar Allan used to 
come over for meals because he was not getting anything to eat at 
home. This could well have been true, because Edgar Allan’s wife 
was very ill at this time and he was suffering from a variety of 
psychological problems. If Charles was interested in writing and 
acting, this should have given them something in common, but 
Edgar Allan was already famous at this time and we do not know 
how Charles Vashon felt about this. In fact, we have so far 
found no mention of any of the Nickersons in any of Edgar Allan 
Poe’s letters or papers. 


The family records state that there was a portrait of Charles 
Vashon painted to match that of his wife Pamelia im 1833. During 
the Civil War these were in the Baltimore Museum for safekeeping. 
Ironically, the portrait of Charles Vashon was cut from its 
frame. No one knows whether it was an act of Civil War 
vandalism, a personal vendetta against him or against Pamelia, or 
whether he may have been suspected of Northern sympathies (the 
breech-loading gun was used in the north). Or it may have been a 
simple art theft. The artist, Alfred Jacob Miller, was becoming 
famous as an important painter of the West. 


He did board with his mother in 1858, but when she died  in.1866 
she did not mention him in her will. She left everything to his 
sister Jane. 


Charles Vashon Nickerson died May 20, 1873, at the age of 70. He 
is allegedly buried in the family plot with his mother (Lot 42, 


Area J) in Green Mount Cemetery, Baltimore. He had originally 
been listed in another plot (64, Springvale Area) and Jane 
arranged to have him moved. For a while it sounded like a 


sinister Edgar Allan Poe story, but since the first plot was 
purchased May 17,1868, five years before his death, it was 
probably just a paper-work transaction. But we can’t be sure -- 
there are no headstones in either plot. 


tells Pou, Baltimore, Mery hated 


23 


PAMELA ANNE (PAMELIA) SOLOMON NICKERSON 


b. 2/27/1803 - Baltimore, as Pamela Anne Solomon 
d. 4/10/1880 - St. Louis, MO, age 78 years 
m.c. 1826, Baltimore - Charles Vashon Nickerson 
Children: All born in Baltimore 
Louis Nickerson, b. 1830 
d. 5/5/1877, Baltimore 
Charles Edward Nickerson, b. 1832 
m. Mary Croft; d. Orlando, Fla. 
Elizabeth Nickerson, b. 6/5/1832 
m. William H. Broughton,3/1/1859 
Edmond Augustus Nickerson, b. 8/31/1835 
d. 4/21/1920, Warrensburg MO, age 85 


She was christened Pamela Anne Solomon on June 6, 1804, at St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church, but during her adult life she was known 


as Pamelia. She was the oldest of five children, two of whom 
died young. Her brother David died in 1820 at the age of 13, 
when Pamela was 17, and her sister Harriet died in 1818 at the 
age of 8, when Pamela was 15. Her sister Catharine was two 


years younger, and her sister Letitia was five years younger. 


Her father seems to have had a thriving exporting and packing 
establishment. The family records say he was a tobacco exporter, 
but it appears that he imported and exported other things. 
Although they had slaves, eventually totalling nine, the women in 
the family may well have been involved in helping to run the 
business. Benjamin Solomon's will in 1844 left the packing 
establishment to his wife and after her death to his three 
daughters, and the implication was that they would know how to 
run it. Also, Pamelia operated a series of stores for eighteen 
years, sixteen of them after her father’s death, which implies a 
solid business apprenticeship. 


We are unsure of the exact date of her marriage because the 
otherwise excellent records in the Maryland Historical Society 
have a missing volume for those years, but family records give it 
as around 1826. Her first child was born four years after that. 


Her portrait was painted in 1833, when she was  3O years old. 
By this time she had three children -- the oldest three years 
old. 


Then in 1842 she is suddenly listed as head of household and 
operating confectionery at the same address where her husband had 
had a store in 1840. She continued to operate a series of stores 
at three different addresses until 1860. These included a 
confectionery; variety and fancy store; dry goods store; ladies', 
children's and  infants'furnishing establishment; grocery; and 
confectionery again. So much for the family legend that she was 
in delicate health. : 
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She lived only a block away from her mother-in-law, Betsy Vashón 
Nickerson Mosher, who helped with the children -- particularly 
the oldest boy, Louis. Betsy's husband, James Mosher, was 
supposedly a wealthy banker, so the legend of Charles Vashon 
Nickerson running through the family fortune must have been a bit 
more complex than it seemed to his son Edmond. 


There is a family legend that Pamelia "mothered" Edgar Allan Poe, 
who was a pathetic figure who did not get enough to eat at home 
and came to Pamelia to get fed. It sounded as though he was a 
little boy, but this cannot be the case. In the first place he 
was only six years younger than she; in the second place he had 
been adopted by a responsible family in Richmond (the John 
Allans) when he was three years old, after his mother died. It 
is much more likely that Pamelia looked after him from about 1840 
until his death in 1849. His wife was very ill, dying herself in 
1847. Edgar Allan Poe had many problems with alcohol and drugs, 
not to mention the pressures of genius and fame. Furthermore his 
house was not too far away. Since Charles Vashon left the 
household in 1942, this would present an interesting situation, 
but we can only speculate. 


Pamelia's four children all turned out well. Louis became a 
civil engineer and traveled extensively, including trips to visit 
the family in St. Louis and later Warrensburg. (See BB pp 5 and 
46) He died in Baltimore May 5, 1877 at the age of 47 and is 
buried in the family plot at Green Mount Cemetery. 


Charles Edward became a physician and had offices at the same 
address as his mother’s store from 1858 to 1860. He then served 
as a surgeon in the Civil War. He married Mary Croft of North 
Carolina, but they had no children. He died in Orlando, Florida. 


Oldest son, 
Louis Nickerson 
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Elizabeth (Bettie) made the woven worsted cover which was on the 
family Bible until it was rebound in 1935. She was a young girl 
at the time and the work was very neat and regular, although the 
method of attaching it to the Bible was rather sloppy. There 
were several tapes sewn up and down on the heavy covers. The 
initial pages of the Bible were missing, and the first page of 
Genesis was squashed up into the tapes. In 1935 the Bible was 
rebound and the first page of Genesis straightened out and 
restored. The worsted cover has not survived. 


Bettie married VW. H. Broughton of Rodney, Mississippi, May l, 
1859. He was the son of Edward and Sarah Broughton and was born 
near Lexington, Kentucky, October 29,1828. The couple lived in 

Mississippi, but Bettie died January 22,1871, at the age of 39, 
leaving & two-year-old son, Edmond Nickerson Broughton. He was 
welcomed into the household of Edmond and Hulda Nickerson and 
grew up as the little brother to their four daughters. 
Unfortunately he suffered from ill health and died young. (BB 46) 


Edmond Augustus Nickerson read law with Neilson Poe, was admitted 
to the bar in West Virginia, and subsequently had an outstanding 
career as a lawyer in St. Louis and Warrensburg, MO. He married 
Hulda Tyler, and they had four daughters. Elizabeth and 
Katherine were unmarried, Lucie married Stephen Wilson, and 
Edmonda married Paul Brokaw (more in BB, pp 1-8; 47 and 48) 


Pamelia went out to join the family of Edmond in their new home 
in Warrensburg, MO, where they had moved in 1869, but pronounced 
it a "hole in the mud." After & brief stay she returned to 
Baltimore. But later she returned to St. Louis to be a little 
closer to the family. She died there April 10, 1880 at the age 
of 78 and is buried in Bellefontaine Cemetery, Lot No. 2580, 

St. Louis. 


BLENHEIM 


Caroline County, 
Virginia 


Built 1749 


Built by Capt. William Tyler and passed down to the oldest son - 
William, Jr. (1725-1795), Captain George Tyler, and then Henry 
Tyler. Henry gave it to his oldest son George (George's son, 

J. Hoqe Tyler later became Governor of Virginia) and moved to 

St. Louis County, Missouri, with his family and slaves around 1838. 
But always they felt of Blenheim as the original family home. 
During the Civíl War General Sheridan and his officers drove 

the family out and camped there. "The soldiers dressed the Negro 
Servants in my aunt's dresses and drove them about in her carriage. 
The velvet carpets were torn from the floor and made into saddle 
blankets. When the family returned after the evacuation of the 
troops, it was a scene of desolation and ruin." Lucie N. Wilson 


A MYSTERY WOMAN 


This picture was found with 
other pictures of Hulda Tyler 
Nickerson, and some think it 
looks like her, We do know 
that Hulda was very musical 
and played the piano, but we 
have no record of any harpist. 


From the position of the lady's 
hands she appears to be a 
skilled harpist, and it is a 
charming picture, SO we have 
included it, 


You may judge for yourself. 


“Hulda Ann Tyler 


Nickerson 
b. 5/8/1836 "Blenheim" 
Caroline Co., VA 


G. 2/6/1901 
Warrensburg MO 


m. 2/27/1862 
St. Louis Co. MO 


Edmond Auqustus Nickerson 
b. 873171835, Baltimore MD 
a. 4/21/1920, Warrensburg MO 


as a young man and 
later 


For life stories, please see 
BB, pp. 1-4 and 44-49. 


BATTLE MONUMENT, BALTIMORE 


Edmond A. Nickerson grew up in the row houses around the 
Battle Monument. These have since been torn down for 
high rises, but the monument still stands. 


"My playground was around the Battle Monument on the 

Court House Square, near Barnum's Hotel. With a little 
wagon in the summer and a skid in the winter, I passed many 
a day on the steep hills around the Court House Square," 
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SELMO PARK 
Built 1866 


Warrensburg, 
Missouri 


Home of Edmond 
and Hulda 
Nickerson 


Built right after the Civil War by the 29 year old lawyer, 
Edmond A, Nickerson. "I built my residence in the woods ... 

my only road was the center of Holden Street along the Sur- 
veyor's line, a cut of four feet with a thick brush on either 
Side ... The house I built was the only respectable residence 
that was at that time standing in Western Johnson county, a part 
of Jackson and the most of Cass. “here had been many fine 
residences but they had all gone before the destructive ravages 
of Civil War, and only fire scorched chimneys stood upon sites 
where stately mansions had stood," 


During that year, 1866, strangling camp gangs from the Civil 

War and roving criminals caused a state of civil chaos. They 
ranged the streets and shot it up in true cowboy style, 
terrorizing shopkeepers and the townsmen. But when they robbed 
and killed a future settler, the townsmen took the law into their 
own hands, banded together no matter what side they had fought 
on, and tried and hanged the seven leaders of the criminal bands. 
"The coming together of the people for a common defence was the 
first step towards that happy forgetfulness of the past." 


Here to Selmo Park in 1869, Edmond brought his wife, Hulda, 
and his three young daughters from their home in St. Louis 
County, Missouri, where Hulda had lived with her family on 
their home overlooking the Missouri River. (There before the: 
War, they had had 100 slaves, and lived in a community of 
typically southern homes, generous in their hospitality, and 
living a life of ease and prosperity.) 


For many years the Nickersons made Selmo Park a social 
center for visitors to Warrensburg. Many people of note 
were entertained here at different times. It was the 
home of the Nickersons for almost 60 years before it was 
sold to the Central Missouri College for the President's 
residence. 


Quotes from address of E.A. Nickerson at Odd Fellows Hall 
Dedication in Warrensburg, November 12, 1917 


Sideboard of Hulda 
Nickerson 


Inherited by great-great- 
grand-daughter Katherine 
Butler Smith 


HULDA TYLER NICKERSON 


of Selmo Park 


be 1839 at "Blenheim" 
ə 1901 


Bedroom Set of Hulda Nickerson 


inherited by great- 
grand-daughter 
Lucia Sellers Butler 
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A sample of a letter dated April lOth, 1849, from 

JOHN WILSON,. BROTHER of MATHEW WILSON, one of five brothers 

who emigrated from Ireland. John Stayed in Ireland until the 
death of their parents . . , "There was a fine crop here 

last year and market is very low of everything but potatoes 
which is very scarce and deer on account of the rot that has 
come among them two or three years ago and it does not seem 

to stop yet. There is no appearance of this country getting 
any better the people is going away very fast them that is able 
to get away to America," I 


Presbyterian Church, Hebron, Ky, Mathew Wilson, father of 

Upton, and grand-father of Stephen N, Wilson, “deeded the 

land and did most toward building the little brick church." 
Memories by Mary Wilson Hawkins BB 56 
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HUGHESVILLE: 


The old plantation home 
stands unobstructed by the 
fickle fingers of nature in a 
backdrop of rolling fields and 
ancient trees that saw the 
Indians come and go. 

Soft, evening candles once 
glowed from the windows, tells 
ing weary travelers along the 
busy stagecoach route that 
carried them to vactations at 
White Sulphur Springs and 
other points, that here was 
truly a place to “sita spell’? 
and get rid of the road dust. 

“Hughesville 1g no far he 
way retreat that history has 
hidden under its beard of pro- 
babilites and protractions, 
That once-glorious old place, 

with all its memories of sell- 

sustaining Hvithood, is still 

a part of Patrick County, 

Although all the “stores 
and stables” are gone from 
the site of the old plantation, 
time has treated well the house 
itself, No doubt there have 
been deletions and additions 
over the 200-year span; but the 
alluring life of early America 
can still be felt. 

Hughesville has seen life 
in three counties, making It 

em, 

historical homes in Patrick, 

Located in what {s now known 

as the Moorefield Store sec- 

tion, the area began as a part 
of Pittsylvania and later Henry 

County. Much of the original 
ye plantation land is stiil located 

in Henry County, 

The one name that stands 
out when speaking of Hughes- 
ville is Archelaus Hughes, 2 
Colonel in the Revolutionary 


War and builder of the plan- , 


tatlon, Like Thomas Jefferson 
he had ancestors [n Wales, 
the Hughes ancestory Includes 
princes of Wales. 

According to s book entitled 
"Family History" which In- 
cluded the Hughes Family and 
written by Lucy Henderson 
Dalton, Archelaus Hughes 
went to Pittsylvanla County 
(now Patrick) to live when 
he was quite young, He was 
born in Goochland County in 
1747, the son of Leander 
Hughes, He married a Mary 
Dalton af Rockingham County, 
N.C, and established Hughes- 
ville, 


Patrick's Frist Frame House 
Was A Statesman’s Plantation Home 


Like all genealogies, Mrs, 
Horton's become bound up in 
names and marriages. It 
would be imposstbe to attempt 
such mention in depth but some 
family trees connected to 
Hughesville are Martin, Hen- 
derson, Penn, Moore, Carr, 
Staples and McCabe, 

In 1775, Archelaus Hughes 
was appointed as the captain 
of the Pittsylvania County 
malitia and served later in a 
civil capacity for the new 
government under George 
Washington, Both Col, Hughes 
and his wife are still buried 
in the old family cemetery 
near the estate, as are many 


nother Hughes of the early Beds ` 


eration, 

Col, Hughes and his wife 
had 11 children, all born at 
Hughesville. They were 
Leander, Archelaus, William, 
Jeancy, John, Samuel, Reuben, 
Nanvy, Madison, Sally and Mao 
tilda, Leander remained at 
Hughesville all his life and 
died at the age of 97, He 
was never marrled, 

John Hughes stands out in 
the large family because he 
was a member of the Virs 
ginia Legislature at the time of 
the passage of (he “Madison 
Resolutlons of 1798, Vir. 
ginta Resolution, which, ace 
cording to the Dalton genea- 
logy, led to the later Secos- 


ston of this country from the | 


English, 

Col, Hughes? wife, Mary 
Dalton Hughes, was seen as 
a lady of great refinement, 
and often visted George Wash- 
ington at his Mount Vernon 
estate on trips to Washington, 
D.C. 

Col, Hughes also had great 
land holdings purchased from 
Patrick Heary, who lived in 
Henry County about the same 
period, wA 


tery about any oid hoe (ut 
has withstood (even in part) 
the elements of 200 years. 
A walk through the weathered, 
barren rooms of Hughesville 
today is sl only a eye- 
closing away from the elink 
of horses hooves and rumbling 
wagon wheels, There {sa quiet 
and simplicity that no genere 
logy or even the written word 


can convey. fhe old house 
is far enough off the beaten 
path to cause the history- 
minded to sit at evening and 
shutter with the half believed 
apprehension that a sudden 
soft candle wil! flare up in 
each of the old house's ten 
windows, 

The narrow, dirt road 
shoots by the old house like 
an arrow, only to sink away 
near the, Mayo River-at the 
bottom of the "ill, It once 
withstoou thy pouading hooves 
and vie. of a main stage- 
coach rosy and (he only high+ 

< way In iliis area, 

‘There ís much speculation 
that the Moorefield Store secs 
tion Is the oldest part of Pat» 
rick County, Hughesville 
paints this out, because when 
it wes first buflt and settled 
thig was all Pittsylvania Coun« 
ty H was, of course, later 
heary County, so the plane 
tation e«tate has been located 
in all three of the countiet? 
at one time or the other, 

The Hughesville manor 
house had as many as l0 family 
dependencies in those early 
‘days, according to 4 paper 
prepared for the DAR by Miss 
Sidney Penn in 1966, It had 

ablackemith shop and generat 
store and was “largely g self- 
sufficient economic unit,” 


Hughesville now beiongs to 
three sisters who live near 
Nettle Ridge Church just off 
Rt, 58 east near where you 
turn to the Moorefield Store 
section, ‘They are Mrs, Jane 
MeCabe Williams, Mrs, Rach- 
et McCabe Tatum and Mrs, 
Dixie McCabe Hairston, 


The Old Hughes Cemetery 


Believed to be the first 
frame house ever built in what 
in now Patrick County, Hugh~ 
esville stands in much need 
of repalr, All the house, 
with the exception of the rear 
kitchen is still under roof, 


However, t chen Is open 
in part tau “go floor, 
RS : 


x të 


nef E date Ld inet 


The grounds around the old 
plantation are in excellent 
condition, and the house is 
fronted by ageless shrubbery 
and trees, 

Hughesville ts located off 
RI. 631 only a few hundred 
yards from the Henry Coun- 
ty Une, It is well off the 


beaten path, but the old ceme- 
tery is located in plain view 
of the road on a hill above 
ihe old house, 


‘The fand surrounding the old 
house is leased and used by 
Richard Cobbler, who owns 3 
nearby farm. 
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Obituary 


MARY DALTON HUGHES 


1748 ~ 1841 


Departed this life on the 30th day of Dec., 1841, at her 
residence in Patrick County, Va., Of chesmber rheumatism, 

the venerable Mrs. Mary Hughes, relict of Col. Archelaus 
Hughes, in the 94th year of her age. Apart from the extreme 
age to which it pleased a kind Providence to prolong the 

life of Madame Hughes, she may truly be said to have possessed 
very many of the most remarkable and excellent traits of the 
human character. Her life began before the existence of this 
government, and consequently she witnessed in its most des- 
tructive ravages, the horror of the Revolutionary War, and 
felt its effects on her immediate circle. The brave old soldíer 
with whom she had linked her earthly fortune, was absent in 
that momentuous struggle in his country's service, and while 
his safety was the dearest object of her solicitation, the 
glory and success of her country's arms were never lost sight 
of. During the struggle she imbibed a spirit of patriotism, 
which to the last day of her existence, like her other per- 
sonalities of the highest, was not in the slightest degree 
diminished and which to her many admirers has been a source 
Of peculiar interest, 


Pittsylvania County, Virginia. 


Great-qreat grandmother of Stephen Neill Wilson. 


Married Col. Archelaus Hughes ín 1769, He was an extensive 
land owner and close associate of George Washington. 
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JEANCY HUGHES FULKERSON 
1780 - 1870 


Daughter of Mary Dalton 

and Col. Archelaus Hughes, 
Married Col. John Fulkerson 
in 1801. He served in War 


of Stephen Neill Wilson. 
Her daughter was Mary 
Dalton  Fulkerson, below 


MARY DALTON FULKERSON me STEPHEN THOMPSON NEILL 
1803-1871 1821 1795-1860 


Stephen T. Neill joined the War of 1812 at the age of 17. 
At the termination of the war, he walked home - 300 miles. 
He was a member of the Virginia Assembly and later moved 

to Lafayette County, Missouri, where he became a farmer. 

He raised hemp, calling his home "Hemplands," located north 
of Hiqqinsville where the Confederate Home now stands. 

He was a "Whig" and represented Lafayette County in the 
Legislature in 1854. He was an elder in the Old Tabo 
Presbyterian Church, and, according to his obituary, was 

of a gentle and kindly disposition. 


of 1812. Great grand-mother 
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Upton Wilson 


as a younq man 


b. 4/15/1828 
Shepherdsville, Ky. 

d. 11/3/1917 
Lexington, Mo. 


m. 5/3/1855 


5 children 


Catherine Nalton Neill 
Wilson 


his wife, in her later 
b. 5/27/1832 
Lee Co., Va. 
d. 1/21/1911 
Lexington, Mo. 


Lexington, Missouri 


WILSON HOME 


At the end of Washington Street in Lexington is the old 
homestead where Catherine and Upton Wilson brought up their 
family ~ the childhood home of Stephen Neill Wilson, ana 
the birthplace of Katherine Wilson Sellers, 


According to her memoirs, “After the death of Uncle Sam 
(Wilson) in 1879, the home soon went to his nephew, Upton, 
my grandfather. 


"I was born there in 1892 and have many happy memories of 

the warm family relations. My father, Judge Stephen N. Wilson, 
his wife and two children lived there until I was six years 
old, when he built the red brick home at the top of the hill... 
But every Sunday night we had Supper at Grandmother's for all 
the family. 


"The front yard had a wooden picket fence along the street 

with a long brick walk from the front gate to the porch. Wire 
fences were on each side of the yard. An alley separated the 
yard from the pasture on the east. The old hackberry, sycamore 
and oak trees are still there, but the walnut, cedar trees and 
Shrubbery in the front yard are gone. It was said that ‘probably 
no yard in town had grown more varieties of trees, shrubs, vines 
and flowers than have grown on this property.’ 


“On the large latticed back porch were the icebox and the 

beaten biscuit machine. Butter was made from cream in a tall 
wooden churn. Soap was made in the back yard from grease and 

lye in an old black iron pot. The walls of the dirt floor 
cellar were lined with shelves for storing dried foods, potatoes, 
apples and all kinds of homemade canned and preserved foods and 


jellies. 


CATHERINE DALTON NEILL 


1832 ~ 1911 
Married 1855 
UPTON WILSON 


1828 - 1917 


"Behind the house was the back yard, fenced in for the chickens. 
There stood the smokehouse, the chicken houses and coops, and 

a row of three frame rooms, formerly slave quarters, but then 
used for laundry and storage, and at the end the ' chick sales" 
three seater. At the end of the houses stood the garden gate 
and the enormous garden for the grape arbor and every kind of 
food -- except tomatoes. My grandmother, like most of her 
generation, believed Chat tomatoes were poisonous. Beyond 

the fences was the pasture for the cows and our faithful horse, 
old Charlie... The carriage house was for buggy and surrey 
with the fringe on top and behind was the pig pen. 


"The kitchen was the busiest place of the house, always with 

a qood colored ‘helper.’ In the dining room, heated by a coal 
stove, there was an iron grate in the ceiling through which heat 
went to the upper bedroom. The dining room table was always 
laden bountifully. Over its center hung a stained glass coal 
oil lamp. Against the wall was a large sideboard. 


The front room was the sitting room, cheerful with windows 
whose shelves were filled entirely with pots of flowering 
plants, warm from the pot bellied iron stove in winter and 
grate fires in spring and fall. This room was the grand- 
parents' bedroom, with their folding bed pulled down at night. 


"Across the hall was the parlor, formal, with door closed 
and open only for parties. There the music box was an Í 
enticement. Upstairs each bedroom had its own washstand 

with wash bowl and pitcher and slop jar. The bathroom off 


the yard. Boiling hot water was carried from the kitchen 
up the back stairs. A drain pipe carried the water from 
the tub outside." 


"After being the Wilson home for more than half a century, 
it has become the Sellers home, Occupied by two Wentworth 
Superintendents." 


BF 


Lucie Coleman Nickerson 
Wilson 


b. 5/4/1866 

St. Louis Co., Mo. 
d. 9/22/1940 
Kansas City, Mo. 


m. 10/16/1890 
Warrensburg, Mo. 


Stephen Neill Wilson 


b. 6/16/1860 
Jefferson Co, Ky. 

d. 12/19/1935 
Lexington, Mo 


"The New Wilson Home" 


Lexington, Missouri 
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THE "NEW" WILSON HOUSE 
Lexington, Missouri 


When Lucie ani Stephen Wilson were first married they 
lived with Stephen's parents in the ola Wilson house at 
the foot of Washington Avenue. Here Katherine and Eliza- 
beth were born. In 1896, when Katherine was four and 
Elizabeth two, the family moved to an up-to-date new house 
with indoor plumbing?’ This was just Aown the block, at 
an address variously given as 307 or 1907 Washington 
Avenue. Here Theresa was born in 1898, 


Another momentous event that occurred about the same time 
was the visit of Lucie's first cousin, J. Hoge Tyler, 
Governor of Virqinia. His father was George Tvler, brother 
Of Hulda. For the visit of such a notable the house was 
decorated with red, white, and blue bunting, and a photo- 
qraph was taken with young Katherine on the staircase and 
little Flizabeth sitting at the foot. 


TT 


In later years when Katherine was asked if She remembered, 
She said "Oh mv, yess" Both qirls remembered the excitement 
of the preparation but were hustled off soon after the great 
man arrived. 
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One of Katherine's memories of the house was playing paper 
Aolls on the enclosed spiral back steps leading from the 
kitchen to the upstairs. One of her friends was being raised 
in the best Southern belle tradition. When Katherine intro- 
Auced her newest paper doll the friend, Elmira Winn, asked 
how old the paper doll was. Katherine Said ten. Elmira 
asked, "Who's her beau?" Katherine said she didn't have one. 
/Elmira said, "Ten years old and hasn't got a beau yet?" 
Katherine thouqht this was very funny, because in the Wilson. 
family thexe was emphasis on education and intellectual 
pursuits. 


Elizabeth's chief memory was lying in bed in the west bedroom 
and listening to her mother read Dickéns, She had had 
fainting Spells and bad to be kept out of school for.a years, 
The west bedroom was the warmest room and just the cozy place 
for a sick little girl. 


Theresa writes "In my childhood, we lived at a very slow pace. 
It was before cars, so that we walked everyplace. I remember 
distincty hearing and seeing a big white steamer puffing up 

the hill as I watched, while sitting on the top step of our 
Sidewalk. We had one phone, which hung on the wall in the 
dining room. After our fire we changed from gas to electricity 
and the phone, much to our joy, was located in a more private 
location." Theresa also remembers riding bikes up and down 

the street with her friends. 


Every night when the weather was nice the family would sit 

on the front porch. The family across the street (now part 
of Wentworth) would look at them with a spyglass, One night 
the wind was blowing toward the Wilson house and the words 
wafted over very clearly, "Minnie, what are them Wilsons 
drinking?" In a minute came the disgusted reply, "WATER." 


Stephen Wilson, "Nad" to all the family, had a real green 
thumb. He had a big vegetable garden in the backyard, with 
asparaqus and tomatoes his specialties. He had an apple tree 
whose fruit made the most delicious applesauce, and a cherry 
tree. A grape arbor made a Shady alcove between the front and 
back yards, There was also a big rose garden. He mowed the 
big aide yard himself with a hand mower, in his dark blue 
Serge pants, with suspenders and starched white shirt sleeves 
rolled up to the elbow. 


Lucie, "Munny" to her grandchildren, was a skilled seamstress 
and had an old treadle sewing machine:in a big back closet 

Overlooking the apple tree. She also did a lot of hand sewin 
with an unbelievably quick needle. I į 


The house then served a new generation. Betty Sellers was 
born there in the front west bedroom and when she was two 
years old she was flower girl for her Aunt. Theresa's wedding. 


Theresa married Bill Rothermel. She writes "Our wedding 
took place in our side yard, with many of our uninvited 
black friends lined up across the street," 
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Theresà's wedding party 
6/18/1921 


Betty Sellers in Dad's 
garden and sand-box 


Nad built a sandbox for the children under a big shady tree. 
He put up a swing on the little back porch, which had lattice- 
work all around to keep the kitchen protected from the 
southern sun. A vigorous push on the swing would threaten to 
crash through the lattice, so each child had to learn to 

swing delicately anc barelytouch the lattice with the knees. 
Another favorite occupation was playing dolls under the 

shady grape arbor. 


All three daughters and families moved to Chicago but came 
back to the house to spend many summers. Theresa again 
writes, "When our two children were born I would drive them 
back to my home town, where they could experience the same 
type life that I had enjoyed. The fondest of my memories 
was that I had a happy childhood," with which Katherine's 
three children would . wholeheartedly agree. 


Dad died December 12, 1935. The family went back for one 
final reunion and then the house was sold to Wentworth to 

be converted into faculty apartments,  Munny moved to Chicago 
to be close to her three daughters. 


The house still stands, although the yard is smaller and 

the gardens are qone. But the front looks the Same, SO you: 
Can Stand across the street and reminisce, and much of the 
furníture has been divided among the family to be cherished by 
the descendants of Lucie and Stephen Wilson. 


Yur Gr, Z, 
Ka ze ed 
72% Keay WA MDAA dd 
letter from ; x= GE 
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LUCIE NICKERSON WILSON Z o Rad wey P Rte p 


hte A See, Z Z< = 
: Fs at Lome ~ 
"I have never yet seen = = 


as much enthusiasm in Dui, € Š 7228 ES 
Lexington over any pro- ge YA 
position. Friday night Au Z Ze uo Bee 
there was a big mass 

meeting on the lawn at Ac e Éad kel Leer eta 
the Court House with a 

Speaker's stand in front 

just as we had in war 

times... Monday we commenced a poll of the town and find it 

is very near 100% for the bridge bonds. Tuesday we all went 

to Odessa and organized the women there. The election comes 
off Sept. 5, so everybody is working hard until then. 18 cars 
Started out this morning to interview the farmers, They expect 
to See every man and woman (voter) in the Co, before election 
day... I can't see for the life of me why everybody wouldn't 
want a bridge across the Missouri River, even if he didn't have 
to cross but once. We are all very optimistic and are dreaming 
of the day when we can drive to the junction in fifteen minutes 
and get a train to anywhere we want to go. And you and Bill 
and little Steve can drive your Ford Sedan in record time and 
not be afraid of being upset, We shall all feel so much nearer 


together. 


to daughter Theresa 


Lovingly, 
Mother," 
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TWO FAVORITE AUNTS 


MARY THERESA 
WILSON HAWKINS 


DI TETE UU 
1871-1965 


sister of Stephen 
Neill Wilson 

m. Lee Hawkins, a 
pharmacist. They 
pioneered in 
Mangum, Oklahoma 


ELIZABETH NICKERSON 
WILSON 


"BESSY" 
be 7-11-1894 


picture taken at age 
19 


Director of International 
Institute of Gary, Ind. 
and author of "Bessy's 
Book." 


THANK YOU, MISS WILSON 


The 1966 retirement dinner of Elizabeth N. Wilson after twenty years 
as Executive Director of the "international Institute in Gary, Indiana, 
was attended by 250 people, including important city officials. 


Her college education was at Sweet Briar and Vassar, and she earned 

a Master of Social Service at the University of Chicago. Right after 
college, she taught history for a while at Kemper Hall, a girls' school 
in Kenosha, Wisconsin. Then, to the consternation of some members 

of the family (who thought it was beneath the dignity of a Vassar 
Graduate), she got a job with Montgomery Ward as secretary to the 

head of the corset department. 


However, in this job she became a pioneer in consumer research. Too 
many mail-order corsets were being returned, and her boss sent her 
out to the farmlands to find out why. She rapidly discovered that 
the men who ran the department had no conception of proper sizing 


and fit! While she was at it, she noticed that the farm women were 
studying home economics at their grange meetings and becoming style 
conscious. So she persuaded Montgomery Ward to abandon their image 


of the dowdy farm wife and upgrade their whole styling concept. 
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After she received her social work degree she worked in Chicago 

for the Immigrants Protective League at Hull House, the famous 
settlement house founded by Jane Addams. Then in 1945 she became the 
Executive Director at the International Institute in Gary, Indiana. 
After World War TI there was a wave of refugees and war brides into 
this country. Also, Congress changed the quota system for immigrants, 
and Bessy had worked hard to persuade local congressmen to support 
such legislation. 


In an article in the Gary Post-Tribune dated November 27, 1962, 

she tells how the institute "has served the foreign-born people of 
this community, helping them to reunite their families and to become 
American citizens ... Skilled counselors at the agency advise the 
foreign-born people concerning laws and regulations which affect 
them and fill out countless government forms which are required." 
The institute also promoted a rich social life for the various 


ethnic cultures. There were "beautiful international festivals of 
song and dance, costume parades, international dinners and bake 
sales." These activities were greatly accelerated toward the end of 


her service because. the institute had established a building fund. 
She coordinated these colorful events to raise money bit by bit, 
and they moved into the new building just before her retirement. 


After her retirement to Sun City, Arizona, Bessy started a new life 
with her usual enthusaism. She learned to play bridge and drive a car. 
She organized a Great Books Club and was active in the community 
church. She is particularly proud of bringing the head of the Navajo 
tribe, Peter MacDonald, to speak at the church, and she entertained 
him in her home. 


In fact, she entertained many people in her home, including visiting 
relatives. She was always a relaxed and gracious hostess. 


She was unfailingly devoted to her family, keeping track of a 
growing number of nieces and nephews, attending weddings and reunions, 
helping financially, and just being there at unexpected times. 


Now, at this writing, she is 93 years old and in a nursing home. 

She has broken her hip and her shoulder and walks with a walker. But 
she inspires everyone with her sweet disposition. Even her dentist 
says she is always cheerful. 


The story of her life would not be complete without mention of her 
contribution to our family's awareness of our genealogy. Her love 
of history made her constantly tell stories or give gift books 
about the broader aspects of our ancestry. And then came "Bessy's 
Book," our Christmas present in 1971. As Lucia and I were working 
on this supplement, we became increasingly impressed with the amount 
of research that went into her book. And so, I know you all join me 
in saying, "For a lifetime of love and devotion to your friends and 
family, THANK YOU, DEAR BESSY." 


Betty Sellers Harter 
October, 1987 
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POLITICAL PRISONERS 


Col. Edward Claggett ~ Royalist, imprisoned in Tower of 


Edmond A. 


London by Oliver Cromwell. (His brother, Nicholas, 
was a Puritan and served with Cromwell) 


Nickerson - Imprisoned in Gratiot St, Prison, 

St. Louis, and disbarred in Civil War. 

“The mass of the people of the county were dis- 
franchised, proscribed and branded as outlaws by a 
document known as the Missouri Constitution of 1865, 
the provisions of which were directed against the 
civil liberties of a free people to enforce the 
continued supremacy of a radical political party ... 
it deprived the lawyer of the right to practice his 
professton, the preacher of the right to preach the 
Gospel, to perform the marriage ceremony, or to 
render services at the grave and bury the dead, unless 
they took and subscribed to an oath, the meaning of 
which was that they did not sympathize with their 
kindred in the Southern States in defending their 
homes from military invasion. 


"But it is a consolation to know that the iniquitous 
document was short lived ... I was debarred from 

the practice of my profession and not allowed to make 
a living for my family, and now I always remember 

with the greatest satisfactíon when as a member of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1874 .. I made the motion 
to strike out the cruel provisions embodied in the 
wicked instrument and it was unanimously adopted by 
the committee, never again, as a Constitutional 
enactment to disgrace the people of a great State." 


From a speech at the Odd Fellows Lodge, 
11-12-1917 
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OCCUPATIONS 


FARMERS AND LANDHOLDERS 


Nickerson Branch 


Richard Ferris (I. 1636) - Settled in Henrico Co., Va, 
Patented land, 1687 

Col. Charles Fleming - had land in 1688 - St. Peter's 
Parish, New Ken Co., Va. 

Capt. William Tyler ~ Built "Blenheim" - Caroline Co., Va. 
about 1749 - passed to oldest son, 

William Tyler, Jr. taxed for 1,031 acres in 1767, passed 
to oldest son, 

Capt. George Tyler (1755-1834), - passed to oldest son, 

Henry Tyler (1791-1867) - passed Blenheim on to oldest son, 
George, and moved to St, Louis Co., Missouri, where 
he bought land on Missouri River and had a plantation 
with 100 slaves. 


Wilson Branch 


George Beckwith (1606-1676) - planter, Maryland 

Jonathan Claggett (I. 1671) - Calvert Co., My. - planter 

Basil Beckwith (1703-1741) - Prince George Co., Va. planter 

John Beckwith - planter and farmer ~ 1800 moved to Bullitt 
Co., Ky. 

Archelaus Hughes (1744-1798) - Extensive landholder 

Mathew Wilson (early 19th cent.) - was married to Martha 
Summers who had five brothers and four sisters, 
all married. She did not want to leave Kentucky. 
Upton Wilson, his son, describes the situation to 
Stephen N. Wilson in a letter dated Dec. 28, 1915; 
"When Uncle Sam went to Lexington, Mo., he wanted 
Father to qo with him and go in business together. 
As Mother's relations were all in Kentucky was the 
reason he went to Bullitt Co. and engaged in farming. 
He bought eight hundred acres and was a very 
successful farmer." (Mathew was one of the six 
brothers who immigrated from Ireland during the 
potato famine.) 

Stephen T. Neill - came from Lee County, Va., to farm. 
Bought large acreage one mile west of Higginsville 
Fair Grounds in 1837 

Upton Wilson - 1876 moved to farm 7 miles south of Lexington, 
1889 moved to small farm and home in Lexington on 
what is now Washington 
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FARMERS AND LANDHOLDERS 
EE EEN 


Wilson Branch 


Stephen N. Wilson - althouqh a lawyer and judge 
“was a farmer at heart. He was born on a farm, 
grew up on a farm, owned farms and had his home 
full of farm magazines. He inherited a love of 
horses from his Kentucky ancestors and he always 
had a race horse he entered at county fairs. He 
rose every morning to tend his vegetable garden in 
Season. He was proud to own a farm near Tabo Creek 
where the French had made a treaty with the Indians," 
From "Biography of Stephen N, Wilson," unpublished 
by Elizabeth N, Wilson 


MERCHANTS 


Nickerson Branch 


Benjamin Solomon (late 18th cent.) - Tobacco Exporter 
in Richmond, Vas, and Baltimore, Md. 


Wilson Branch 
George Beckwith (I 1641) to Maryland; also a planter 


Mathew Wilson (I 1815) - merchant in Philadelphia, 
Virginia, and Shepherdsville and Louisville, Ky, 


SHIP'S CAPTAIN 
Nickerson Branch 
Capt. Lewis Nickerson (late 18th cent.) “He was of a 

family of sea captains and he was commander of a 
merchant ship, "Ontario,' which sailed from 
Baltimore to England and France eee Died at sea. 
When his ship went down (it was believed off the 
West Indies Islands), all on board perished." BB 45 

DOCTORS 


Nickerson Branch 


Dr. John Woodson (1586-1644) I from England to Henrico Co., 
Va. - 1619. He “had come as the Surgeon of the 
troops sent by the English government to protect the 
colonists at Jamestown ... He became surgeon of the 
militia ... In an Indian massacre in 1622, 340 colon- 
ists were killed ... In 1644 another Indian uprising 
came and they made a second attack on Jamestown, 
killing 300 of the colonists, Dr, Woodson was killed 
in the sight of his home where his wife was defending 
the children." BB 38 
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LAWYERS 
Nickerson Branch 


Edmond Augustus Nickerson (1837~1920) - Read for law in 
Baltimore under Nelson Poe and in the offices of 
Charles Lucas and James Buchanan. Practiced in 
Parkersbury, W. Vas, Franklin Co., MO., Washington, 
Mo., Warrensburg, MO. In Franklin Co., "He became 
acquainted with George Hearst and handled his legal 
business for him after George Hearst went to California 
(discovered gold, became very wealthy and eventually 
became a U.S. Senator). BB 47 


Wilson Branch 


Stephen Neill Wilson (1860-1935) Practiced law in Wabash, 
Ind., and Lexington, Mo. Probate Judge in Lafayette 
County, Mo. 


BANKER 
Wilson Branch 


Stephen Neill Wilson - President Morrison & Wentworth Bank, 
Lexington 


WRITER 
Nickerson Branch 


Charles Vashon Nickerson (1802-1867) "writer and club man 
and was at home with prominent actors of his day. . e 
Unfortunately, Charles Vashon Nickerson had extravagant 
tastes and interests. He ‘went through’ a family 
fortune by high living so that there was said to be 
no inheritance for our grandfather, Edmond," BB 46 


COLLEGES 


St. John's College, Oxford University, England - Dr. John Woodson 
Hanover College, Hanover, Ind., — Upton Wilson 
Washington University, St. Louis, Mo. (Law School) S.N. Wilson 
Normal School, Warrensburg (now Mo. State College) 

and Washington University - Lucie N. Wilson 
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RELIGIONS 


Louis IX - "St. Louis," King of France, Canonized as Saint by 
Pope Boniface 1297 


Col. Thomas Beale - Memorial pew (5a) in Bruton Parish Church, 
Williamsburg, Va. 


Capt. George Keeling - Vestryman, Blissland Parish, 
New Kent Co., Va. 1725 


Wiiliam Neill - Member Committee of Presbyterian Society, 
Baltimore, Md., 1740 


John and Mary Willson - Presbyterians in Ireland 


Mathew Wilson - deeded Land and built Presbyterian Church, 
Hebron, Ky. 


Stephen T. Neill - Elder of Tabo Presbyterian Church 


Catherine Neill Wilson - "One of the most faithful members 
of the Presbyterian Church." Obituary 


GOVERNMENT and CIVIC ACHIEVEMENTS 


NICKERSON BRANCH 


Roger Fiennes (1389-1484) Treasurer for King Henry Vi 

William Fiennes - Sheriff of Surrey & Essex 1297 & 1303 

Geoffrey de Saye - in Parliament 1342 - 1353 

William de Saye - (d. 1295) Adviser to Edward III 

Thomas de Clare (13th Century) - Governor of London 

William Odingella (d. 1295) Justice of Ireland 

William de Saye (d. 1272) Governor of Rochester Castle 

John FitzRobert (17th Century) - High Sheriff of Northumberlane, 
Governor of New Castle Upon Tyne 

John de Lacy (12th Century) - Constable of Cheatum and 
Baron of Halton 


Magna Carta Barons (1215) 


Robert Fitzwater, Robert de Vere, Saire de Quincey, 
John FitzRobert, John de Lacy, Geoffrey de Saye 


For Kings and other nobility, see chart of Thomas Beale's 
ancestors 
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GOVERNMENT and CIVIC ACHIEVEMENTS 


(See "Colonial Government of Jamestown, Vae, BB pge 12) 


NICKERSON BRANCH 


Sir James Coleman (17th cent.) High Sheriff, Braxton Manor, Eng. 

Sir Thomas Beale (I. to York Co., Va.) Governor of Port at 
Old Point, Va. Member of King's Council for 26 years 

Col. Robert Woodson (1634-1707) Burgess 

Col. Nicholas Spencer (I to Va. 1659) Burgess, Northumberland 
Co., Va. 1666; Acting Governor of Colony, 1683-84; 
President of King’s Council; Secretary of State 
1679-89; Commissioner for Employing Friendly Indians 
in War Against the Hostile, 1675 

Col. John Mottron - Helped Organize Northumberland Co., Va,, 
in 1645; First Burgess, Justice 

Capt. John Tiplady, Justice, York CO., Vas, Burgess 1677 

Maj. James Goodwin ~- Justice and Mayor, 1657-1682; 
Speaker, House of Burgesses, York CO., Va. 

Capt, George Keeling - Justice 1699, 1702-15; High Sheriff, 
1708-9, New Kent Co., Va. 

Judge Robert Coleman - Justice; High Sheriff, 1710-12, 
Essex CO., Va, 

John Fulkerson (1773-1846) - Member Virginia House of Delegates 

Richard Tyler - Justice, Sheriff c. 1666, Essex CO., Va. 

Capt, William Tyler - County Clerk, Caroline Co., Va. 1749 

William Tyler, Jr. - Sheriff, Caroline Co., Va. 1767 
Justice, County Clerk, 1771 

Capt. George Tyler (1755-1833) - In legistlature, Spottsylvania 
Co,, Vae, "River Bend" - Rode with George Washington 
to his inauguration 

Edmond A. Nickerson - Member of Constitutional Convention for 
State of Missouri, 1875 


WILSON BRANCH 


George Claggett (17 cent.) - Three times Mayor of Canterbury, Eng. 
Sir Thomas Adams - Lord Mayor of London, 1646 
Nicholas Hervey - Burgess after 1641, Maryland 
Joseph Williams (I. 1740)- Close Associate of George Washington 
William Neill (1750-1828) Deputy Surveyor of Washington Co., Va. 
Stephen T. Neill (1796-1860) Representative in Legislatures 
of Virginia and Missouri - Nicknamed "Old Honesty" 
Hon, Benjamin Summers (early 19th cent.) - County Clerk, 
Bullitt CO., Kye, many years 
Stephen N. Wilson - Probate Judge, Lafayette Co., Mo,, 1915-23(26?) 
and 1932(34?) and 1932(34?)-35; Charter Member (1915) 
and member Legislative Committee of Mo. Assoc. of Pro- 
bate Judges; Sec. (2 yrs.,) and Chairman (6 years) 
of Lafayette CO., Mo. Democratic Central Committee; 
Pres. of Lexington Chamber of Commerce (responsible 
for building the Lexinqton Bridge); Delegate of 
National Democratic Convention, Kansas City, 1900 
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CEMETERIES 


Westminster Abbey - Edward III & Philippa Haniault (his queen) 

"Mulberry Bend" Plantation, Back Creek, a few miles below 
Yorktown near mouth of York River - Lady Alice Beale, 
buried in garden of plantation 

Back Creek, York Co., Va., Rachel Porter Goodwin, d. 5/28/1666 


Hughesville - family homestead near Stuart, Va. 
Archelaus and Mary Dalton Hughes 
Planary Cemetery, Lee Co., Va., west of Jonesville 


Capt. William Neill. d. 5/14/1824 
Greenmount Cemetery, Baltimore, My. 
Elizabeth Vashon Nickerson and Charles Vashon Nickerson. 
(There is also a report that Lot No. 42, Area J. was for 
Pamela Solomon Nickerson, but Lucie Wilson states "Later 
she came to St. Louis to be near Father (her son), and died 
there. She was the first to be buried in Bellefontaine 
Cemetery." (BB pg. 5) 
Bellefontaine Cemetery, near St. Louis, Mo. 
Pamela S. Nickerson, Edmond and Huidah Nickerson 
Babler State Park - near St. Louis, Mo. 
originally family cemetery on Tyler Plantation 
Henry Tyler (headstone now in backyard of Katherine 
and Morrison McCormick to save from vandalism) 
Lucinda Coleman Tyler 
Hebron Presbyterian Church Cemetery, Ky. 
Mathew and Martha Wilson 
Machpelah Cemetery, Lexington, Mo. 
Stephen and Mary Neill 
Upton and Catherine Wilson 
Stephen and Lucie Wilson 
Ovid and Katherine Sellers 
Warwick Butler 


Also, a cousin, Charlie Macy, killed at age 19 in the 

Civil War. He was the son of Jane Neill Macy, sister of 
Catherine Neill Wilson. "Aunt Jane" later married Samuel 
Wilson, an uncle of Upton Wilson, who went to the battlefield 
in Kentucky, found Charlie's body and brought it to Lexington 
for reburial. His mother, a widow, took him from Missouri 

to Kentucky to escape the war, "but when Gen. Kirby Smith 
invaded Kentucky, Charley falsely heard that his old Commander 
Gen. Price, whom he seemed almost to adore, was with him," 
Charley felt he must go and a few months later was killed in 
the Battle of Chaplain Hills. At the request of his dis- 
traught mother, Upton Wilson went to the battlefield and 

by coincidence met the man who had been beside him when he 
died and knew where he was buried. 


From newspaper article by B. W. McCown 
found in Journal of S. N. Wilson 
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WHO PAINTED THE PORTRAITS? 


The portrait of Pamelia was painted in 1833 by Alfred Jacob 
Miller, who was later to become famous as a painter of the 
expanding American West. His paintings can be found in museums 
across the country too numerous to mention. He was only twenty- 
three in 1833 but already gaining a reputation as a portrait 
painter. That same year he took his first trip to Europe and 

in 1837 his first trip to the West. His prolific paintings, 
watercolors, and drawings are valued for their historical 

as well as artistic significance. 


Because the companion portrait of Pamelia's husband, Charles 
Vashon Nickerson, has been cut from its frame while in the 
Baltimore Museum during the Civil War, the family has been 
reluctant to lend Pamelia's portrait for exhibit. However, 

in April of 1953 it was entrusted to the William Rockhill Nelson 
Gallery of Art in Kansas City for an exhibt called "Ancestor 
Portrait Exhibition." At that time it was professionally 
restored, a new backing put on, and a tracing of the signature 
made. "The gallery director then, Paul Gardner, said that 
Pamelia was the most attractive of the entire group of portraits." 
("Biography of a portrait:  Pamelia Nickerson, by Alfred Jacob 
Miller," by Elizabeth W. Harter, Dec. 10, 1985) 


A Miller Pt. 


1833 


The portraits of Benjamin and Harriet Solomon present more of 

a mystery since they are not signed. Unfortunately many 
prominent artists of the time did not sign their portraits and 
museums are filled with "Artist Unknown" or "Attributed to." 
Lucia and I spent many hours in museums, including the Maryland 
Historical Society and Peale Museum in Baltimore examining 
Styles of dress and painting techniques. We also gazed at the 
original portraits, memorizing details of brushwork, facial 
modeling, etc., for comparison with pictures in museums. 


A first assumption was that they were painted by the same artist 
at the same time as wedding portraits. However, the painting 
Styles are not quite the same and the fashions of dress are 
about twelve or fourteen years apart. 


In my own mind I am almost totally convinced that they were 
both done by Rembrandt Peale -- Harriet c. 1797 or '98, and 
Benjamin c. 1812. Rembrandt Peale was one of eleven children 
of Charles Willson Peale who survived infancy.  Charies Willson 
was a colorful patriarch who named most of his children after 
famous artists and taught many of them to paint. 


No one in the family was bashful about seeking commissions. 
Charles Willson once encountered George Washington and remarked 
how fine Martha was looking and why didn't she have her portrait 
painted again? When Washington laughingly agreed, Peale persuaded 
him to have his done also. When they were all set up, Charles 
Willson brought in his two young sons, Raphaelle and Rembrandt, 

to get a little experience and the whole affair turned into a 
festive occasion. 


Charles’ Willson Peale started America's first museum in 
Philadelphia -- a combination art and natural history museum. 
It was a big success and the main source of income for the 
family. He Sent young Raphaelle and Rembrandt through the 
country to get Specimens for the museum and pick up a few 
painting commissions. The Peales had lived in Annapolis 
until around 1776 where the five oldest children were born. 
Though Rembrandt was born in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, in 
1778,he probably was familiar with Annapolis, where Harriet 
had been born in 1782 and where she probably was still living 
with her family in 1797. 


Rembrandt had painted a self-portrait at the age of thirteen 
that has a strong stylistic resemblance to Harriet's portrait. 
Tt shows enough skill that it is easy to imagine that in another 
Seven or eight years he would be capable of painting Harrietts 
elaborate costume and lifelike expression, 


As for Benjamin's portrait, it is almost a duplicate of a 
portrait of John McKim, dated 1812, which is in the Maryland 
Historical Society in Baltimore. It has the same high white. 
collar with bold highlighting, very similar facial modeling, and 
identical treatment of background. There is also a similar 
"Portrait of a Gentleman" in the Phoenix Art Museum, 


Rembrandt Peale had taken his wife and six children (including 
a Set of twins) to France from August, 1809, to November, 1810, 
When he returned to Philadelphia he felt stiflea by his father 
and decided to move to Baltimore to build a museum, He 
finally completed the building in 1814 and moved in with his 
eight children, including two sets of twins, and a wife pregnant 
with a third set! And this was just prior to the Siege of 
Baltimore. He refused to fight and felt confident that the 
British would be properly cowed by his museum ana his family. 
It is easy to imagine a man with this personality being 
thoroughly uninhibited in seeking commissions. 


Of course, none of this has been proved. Some day a receipt 
may turn up in Rembrandt's papers. It has been remarked that 
he kept good record of his receipts but was carele about 
recording expenses, In the meantime, I rest my case. 


Betty Sellers Harter 


- MORE ABOUT DR. JOHN WOODSON 


Hay, folks, we're related to Jesse James! Distant cousin, 
of course. 


In the November, 1984, volume of the newsletter, "The Second 
Boat," there appeared an ad for another newsletter, "The Woodson 
Watcher.” 


"Although devoted primarily to descendants of Dr. John and Sarah 
(Winston) Woodson, who arrived at Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619 
on the Ship George, this publication covers all Woodsons brought 


to its attention. It is published three times a year, with each 
issue averaging 40+ pages. Queries are free and there is a surname 
index. Woodson descendants include outlaws Frank and Jesse 


Woodson James, first ladies Dolley Madison and Edith Wilson, and 
poet Sidney Lanier." 


Dr. John Woodson is an ancestor of Lucie Nickerson Wilson. 
He is described in Bessy's Book, pp 37-38, and it is noted there 
that he was killed in an Indian massacre in 1644 at Jamestown. 


Further information was found in Edmonda Nickerson's notes. 

Sarah, his wife, saved her two sons by hiding one under a tub 

and the other in a potato hole. (She quotes from R. A. Brock, 
Virginia Historical Society, in the Richmond Standard, 1/17/1880, in 
"Adventures of Purse and Person," Jester & Hides, p. 369) 


Although this information is now three years old, "For a subscription 
send $14 to "Claudette," P.O. Box 37010, Bloomington MN 55431." 
That is for the "Woodson Watcher.” 
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When we hear that we are descended from Some king, most of us 
take this with a grain of salt and think some genealogically 


inclined relative is engaging in wishful thinking. However, 
on the next page you can see our line traced directly back to 
several kings. This is through Col. Thomas Beale, whose name 


is way down in the lower righthand corner of the ancestor chart 
of Lucie Coleman Nickerson. We can see how this happens in the 
following quotation from "The Genealogists' Encyclopedia" by 

L. G. Dine (pp. 16-17). 


"Edward III (reigned 1327-77) had six legitimate sons, several 

of whom survived the horrors of medieval nursing to reach 

manhood and propagate their kind...From this widely flowing 

royal blood come the very large number of English and, of course, 


American pedigrees which ascend to Edward III. It was not that 
Edward was a man of phenomenal physical prowess, but simply that 
his children lived to manhood. There are six large volumes of the 


Marquis de Ruvigny's "Blood Royal of the PLantagenets" containing 
some 40,000 names of persons having legitimate descent from 
Edward III, a fact which gives fresh reality to the old saying 
that a king is the father of his people. Moreover, the 40,000 
represent only those whose ancestry had been traced at the date 
of publication (1907 or thereabouts), whereas Ruvigny estimated 
that there were a known 100,000 descendants of Edward III." 


Actually, we are descended from Edward IIT through two of his sons: 
John of Gaunt (made famous by Shakespeare) and Thomas of Woodstock 
(the sixth son). After several generations the great-granddaughter 
of Thomas married the great-great-grandson of John. 


And while you are tracing these lines, notice that we are 
descended from another Shakespearean character: Henry Lord 
Percy ("Hotspur"), many other kings and queens, and six Magna 
Carta barons. 
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DESCENDANTS UE EDMOND AND HULDA NICKERSON 


EDMOND AUGUSTUS NICKERSON m. HULDA ANN TYLER 
b. 8/31/1835 2/27/1862 b. 5/8/1836 
Baltimore MD St. Louis Co. Caroline Co. 
d. 4/21/1920 MO "Blenheim" VA 
Warrensburg MO d. 2/6/1901 


wa Warrensburg MO 
Children: CLIZABETH NICKERSON 
LUCIE COLEMAN NICKERSON 
KATHERINE GOODWIN NICKERSON 
EDMONDA AUGUSTA NICKERSON 


LUCIE COLEMAN NICKERSON STEPHEN NEILL WILSON 


m. 
b. 5/4/1866 10/16/1890 b. 6/16/1860 
St. Louis Co. MO Warrensburg Jefferson Co. 
d. 9/22/1940 MO KY 
Kansas City MO d/ 12/19/1935 


L i t MO 
Children: Katheaine Neill Wilson SHORT 
CltgabetA Nickenason Wilson 
Theneaa Vashon Wilaon 


Kathenine Neil? Wilson ges Ovid Rogera Sellena 
b. 9/11/1892 6/1/1918 b. 8/12/1884 
Lexington MO Lexington Waco TX 
d. 12/25/1979 MO d/ 7/6/1975 
Lexington MO Lexington MO 


hildren: Cléizabeth Nickenson Sellena 
pours lict Rogera Sellena š 


Rogen Wilson Sellena 


Elizabeth Nickerson Sellena m. Richand Lee Hanten 
(Betty) 5/1/1943 (Dick) 
b. 3/5/1919 Chicago IL b. 3/14/1916 
Lexington MO Erie PA 
Children: 


KATHERINE NEILL HARTER RICHARD KAELKE 


me- 
(Kathy & uses maiden name) 8/4/1966 (Dick) 
b. 11/18/1946 Los Angeles CA b. 5/21/1939 
Portsmouth VA div. Lockwood MO 
9/2/1971 


Los Angeles CA 
One child: 
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60 


Lucia Rogena Sellena m. Wanwick Wooda Butler 
b. 11/30/1920 12/13/1943 b. 4/19/1916 
Lexington MO Chicago IL Pernambuco, Brazil 


(U.S. citizen) 
d. 12/26/1978 


San Juan PR 
Children: 
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Rogen Wilaon Sellena m. 10/11/1952 Ruth Faedenickaon 
$° 10/3/1924 Chicago IL b. 3/10/1926 
Chicago IL div. 11/20/1981 Chicago IL 


Kenosha WI 
One child: 


Elizabeth Nickenson Wilaon (Bessy) 
b. 7/11/1894 


Lexington MO 


Thenesa Vashon Wilson m. William A Rothenmed 
reha, Ha 6/18/1921 (Bill) 
b. 11/9/1898 Lexington MO b. 8/7/1888 
Lexington MO Chicago IL 


4. 5/12/1964 
Winnetka IL 
Children: Stephen Wilson Rothenmel 
Ann Theresa Rothenamed 


Stephen Wilaon Rothenmed m. Elizabeth Dyer Dovenmuehd 
(Steve 4/9/1948 (Beth) 
b. 8/18/1922 Winnetka IL b. 2/16/1926 
Chicago IL Evanston IL 


d. 1/10/1985 
Northfield IL 
Children: 


I 
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EDMNONDA AUGUSTA NICKERSON 


m. PAUL VAN DOREN BROKAW 
b. 3/8/1879 10/18/1906 b. 5/20/1870 
Warrensburg MO Warrensburg St. Louis MO 
d. 5/29/1959 MO a. 7/19/1930 
Kansas City MO Pensecola FL 
Children: Kathenine Nickenson Brokaw 


Fnedenüic Van Liew Nickerson Brokaw 


Katherine Nickenson Brokaw m. flonntaon Ridgway NeConmick 
TKiki) 8/29/1942 b. 12/22/1905 
b. 10/20/1907 Kansas City MO Menominee MI 


Belleville IL 


) , One child: Pamela Brokaw McConmich 
9.13606 ` 


Fredenic Van Liew Nickerson Brokaw 
b. 8/31/1909 
St. Louis MO 
d. 12/7/1975 
Georgetown DC 
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